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11.1.1.8 Final Adoption of South Hedland Town Centre 
Development Plan (File No.:  18/12/0030) 
 
Officer   Steve de Meillon 
   Senior Strategic Planner 
 
Date of Report  23 September 2013 
 
Disclosure of Interest by Officer  Nil 
 
Summary 
 
At the Special Council Meeting on the 31 July 2013 Council resolved to 
initiate advertising of the South Hedland Town Centre Development 
Plan (SHTCDP). 
 
The Town’s Officers support the proposed adoption of the SHTCDP. 
 
This report is presented to Council to review the content of the 
submissions received, and consider final adoption of the South 
Hedland Town Centre Development Plan. 
 
Background 
 
The Development Plan has now been advertised in accordance with 
the Town of Port Hedland Town Planning Scheme No.5 (TPS5), and as 
per the 31 July 2013 Council resolution. 
 
Consultation 
 
The Development Plan was advertised and circulated as follows: 
 
North West Telegraph: 7/8/2013, 14/8/2013 and 21/8/2013 
Council Website: 7/8/2013 – 18/9/2013 
 
Written notification was sent to all landowners within the Development 
Plan boundary. 
 
Written notification was sent to the following agencies: 

 Department of Regional Development 

 Department of Lands 

 Pilbara Development Commission 

 Department of Environment Regulation 

 Department of Planning 

 Department of Water 

 Water Corporation Horizon Power 

 Optus 

 Telstra 

 Main Roads WA 

 Department of Indigenous Affairs 

 Department of Education 
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 Department of Community Development 
 
A summary of submissions received during the advertising period is 
contained within Table 1 below: 
 

Correspondent Issue Raised Response 

Department of 
Aboriginal 
Affairs 

There are no known Aboriginal 
heritage sites or places which 
intersect with the area to which 
the Plan relates. 
 
Prior to development 
associated with the Plan 
occurring DAA would 
recommend reference to the 
State’s Aboriginal Heritage 
Due Diligence Guidelines 
occur. 

Noted. 

Department of 
Education 

Advises the student yield 
generated from residential 
development is to be 
accommodated in the future 
primary school site identified in 
the proposed Western Edge 
Development Plan. 

Noted. 

Optus Advises that Optus has 
underground assets in the 
area. Recommends lodging a 
‘Dial Before You Dig’ request 
for development proposals in 
the area. 

Responsibility of 
developers 
when 
development 
occurs on the 
various sites. 

Main Roads WA No objection. Noted. 

Department of 
State 
Development 

Provides the following 
comments: 
Supports the preparation and 
endorsement of the 
Development Plan, which will 
provide a strategic direction for 
the orderly and proper 
planning of the South Hedland 
Town Centre. 
Supports increasing residential 
development in South 
Hedland. This will assist in 
alleviating pressure on 
constrained residential areas, 
including the West End. 
The Development Plan area is 
outside the Boodarie Industrial 
Estate buffer. This will enable 
increased residential and 
commercial development that 

Noted. 
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will not compromise amenity or 
adversely affect industrial 
activities. 

Department of 
Local 
Government 
and 
Communities 

The Department does not 
comment on proposed local 
government planning 
strategies, schemes or plans. 

Noted. 

Telstra No objection. Noted. 

Water 
Corporation 

No objection subject to the 
following advice: 
In summary, Services can be 
provided subject to reticulation 
upgrades by the developer. 
Wastewater headworks are in 
the process of being 
augmented. Future headworks 
size water mains will augment 
the current infrastructure when 
required. Water efficiency is to 
be addressed at every 
planning and development 
approval step. 

Noted. 

Department of 
Water 

No objection. Noted. 

 
Statutory Implications 
 
The review and assessment of the Development Plan has been 
undertaken in accordance with the Planning and Development Act 
2005 and the Town of Port Hedland Town Planning Scheme No.5.   
 
Policy Implications 
 
Once endorsed by Council, a Development Plan becomes a policy 
statement under the statutory provision of the town of Port Hedland 
Town Planning Scheme 5.   
 
Strategic Planning Implications 
 
The following sections of the Town of Port Hedland Strategic 
Community Plan 201 – 2022 are relevant to the proposal: 
 
6.1  Community 

6.1.1  Unified 

6.1.2  Vibrant 

The Town of Port Hedland is an integrated community 
functionally, physically and culturally. 

Provide access to recreational, cultural, entertainment 
facilities and opportunities. Commit to improving the 
quality of life and wellbeing or residents. 
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6.2  Economic 

6.2.1  Diverse Economy 

 
6.3  Environment 

6.3.1  Housing 

 

6.3.2  Community Facilities 

 
The following sections of the Pilbara’s Port City Growth Plan are 
relevant to the proposal: 
 
Section 5.6.11 Precinct 11 – City Centre 
 
Precinct Plan Summary: 
 

 The development and revitalisation of the South Hedland City 
Centre has the potential to act as a catalyst for further 
development and growth, engendering business confidence as 
well as local community pride and ownership.  

 Providing a City Centre point or ‘hub’ of activity where people can 
meet and interact on an organised or chance basis and which 
supports a variety of services and functions.  

 Providing stronger pedestrian / cyclist and vehicular connections 
into the City Centre making travel more convenient.  

 Providing shaded pedestrian walkways and open areas in an 
attractive setting within the City Centre that encourages people to 
remain and spend time.  

 Introducing a greater permanent residential population through 
the release of a variety of medium and higher density housing 
types reflective of a City Centre location.  

 Providing a logical program for the redevelopment of available 
existing land and the future release of vacant land with an overall 
vision of a more vibrant place to live, work and recreate.  

 Recognising demands for short-stay and tourism with the release 
of land for accommodation, entertainment and related uses.  

 
Improvements to the public realm will be achieved in line with the 
following planning and design principles:  
 

Facilitate commercial, industry and town growth. 
Enhance supply of suitably located and supported 
industrial and retail land. 

Attract and retain new residents to increase the population 
to 40,000 by 2025. 

Provide safe and accessible community facilities, libraries, 
services and public open spaces that connect people and 
neighbours. 
Facilitate the provision of high quality health services and 
facilities for residents that are equal to or above the 
quality of those found in the metropolitan area. 
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 Clear definition of public spaces, with each having a unique 
character and sense of place, and surrounding built form 
interacting positively for ease of site identification and recognition.  

 Functionality and usability of public spaces for a wide range of 
people, with appropriate levels of landscaping and public facilities 
to encourage activity.  

 High levels of visual amenity and points of interest, including key 
destinations, land marks and gateways.  

 Ensuring that streets serve not only to provide for the safe, 
efficient moment of vehicles, but also for the movement of 
pedestrians and cyclists, and act as dynamic, interesting public 
spaces in their own right.  

 Celebration of community heritage through the use of public art 
and landscaping to tell the story of the places and its people.  

 Adequate levels of lighting, activity and passive surveillance to 
improve the safety of public spaces.  

 
Implementation Indicators  
 

 Review/refinement of existing South Hedland Town Centre 
Development Plan to reflect enhanced City Centre role.  

 
Budget Implications 
 
The applicant has paid the prescribed application fee of $7,556.20.  
 
Officer’s Comment 
 
The rationale and aim of the Development Plan is summarised as: 
 
The general aim of the SHTCDP is twofold. Firstly to update the 
existing Development Plan in accordance with the new growth and 
investment as recommended through the Growth Plan. Secondly to 
bring the existing Development Plan in to line with the introduction of 
the new Structure Plan Preparation Guidelines. 
 
Modifications to the Development Plan  
 
No objections were received through the advertising period. However, 
some minor modifications have been identified through the advertising 
period, which need to be addressed prior to Council adoption. 
 
The proposed modifications as summarised below and provided in 
further detail within the attached Schedule of Modifications: 
 
1. Clause 3.9 Car Parking 

 
a. Edit of the text to provide further clarity for readers to 

determine how car parking was calculated and how it applies 
to new and existing developments within the South Hedland 
Town Centre. 
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2. On the Development Plan, increase the northern boundary of the 
public open space at Lot 521. This will ensure consistency with 
ultimate lot boundaries within the Development Plan area. (refer 
attachment 4 – Point 2) 

 
3. On the Development Plan, increase the area of the central 

‘Preferred Public Car Park Location’ located between McLarty 
Boulevard (north), Wise Terrace (east) and Colebatch Way 
(south) further west to align with the boundary of Precinct C. This 
will ensure consistency with the ultimate lot boundaries within the 
Development Plan area. (refer attachment 4 – Point 3)   

 
4. On the Development Plan, adjust the north – south boundary of 

Precinct D located between Throssell Road (north) and McLarty 
Boulevard (south) east to align with the boundary of Precinct B. 
This will ensure the future development of land will be clearly 
identified for its intended purpose. (refer attachment 4 – Point 4) 

 
5. Update references in the Development Plan to ensure 

consistency of terminology: 
 

a. Change all references of ‘City Centre’ to ‘Town Centre’. 
b. Change all references of car parking, parking bays, bays to 

‘car parking bay(s)’. 
c. Update title of document to ‘South Hedland Town Centre 

Development Plan’ to ensure greater consistency with the 
Town Planning Scheme provisions. 

 
Options 
 
1. Adopt the Development Plan with modifications. 
 
This option should be resolved to allow Council to include minor 
modifications to the Development Plan identified through the 
advertising period. A Schedule of Modifications is contained within 
attachment 2. 
 
2. Adopt the Development Plan without modifications.  
 
This option is to retain the Development Plan as advertised, without 
any changes. Both option 1 and 2 would allow the Development Plan to 
be forwarded to the Western Australian Planning Commission for 
adoption. Adoption of the Development Plan would provide a new and 
updated framework to guide the development of the South Hedland 
Town Centre. 
 
3. Refuse to endorse the Development Plan 
 
This option should be resolved if Council considers the Development 
Plan is in conflict with the Town’s strategic planning and growth. 
 
Option 1 is recommended. 
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Attachments 
 
1. Modified South Hedland Town Centre Development Plan Figure. 
2. Schedule of Modificaitons. 
3. Copies of Submissions received. 
4. Boundary Modifications. 
 
201314/133 Officer’s Recommendation/ Council Decision 
 
Moved: Cr Jacob    Seconded: Cr Hunt 
 
That Council: 
 
1. Adopts the South Hedland Town Centre Development Plan 

with the modifications specified in Attachment 2 – Schedule 
of Modifications; 

 
2. Requests the Chief Executive Officer, or his delegate(s), to 

endorse the adopted Development Plan and forward it to the 
Western Australian Planning Commission for adoption; and 

 
3. Requests the Chief Executive Officer, or his delegate(s), to 

advise the applicant of Council’s decision. 
 

CARRIED 10/0 
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ATTACHMENT 1 TO ITEM 11.1.1.8 
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ATTACHMENT 2 TO ITEM 11.1.1.8 
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ATTACHMENT 3 TO ITEM 11.1.1.8 
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ATTACHMENT 4 TO ITEM 11.1.1.8 
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