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MEETING NOTES
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Consultation Forum 
Drugs and Alcohol in the Community, Part 2
Wednesday 23 November 2016
9:30 AM – 1:00 PM

LOTTERIES HOUSE, SOUTH HEDLAND
Due to the nature of the forum, these are not meeting minutes. They are notes to capture what was discussed at the forum. 
Presentation by Stephanie Holmes from Mission Australia regarding Pilbara Services 
Updates

Mayor Camillo Blanco
Please see attachment
Hon. Stephen Dawson
Stephen tabled the petition – ‘Opposing the liquor store location in South Hedland Shopping Centre’ on 7 September in Parliament (Legislative Council).  Stephen’s additional submission asked for the Environment and Public Affairs Committee (the parliamentary committee who will be looking into the matter) to review the location and restrictions of the store.  It was highlighted that the store being next to a taxi rank and automatic teller machines was problematic.

Other information

Hedland Youth Bail Options Program 
Hedland Youth Bail Options Program (HYBOP) is about to transition into some new changes over the next month with a new program starting at the end of January 2017.

HYBOP as it is known or Bail Camp or Bail House is located in South Hedland. The service is funded by Youth Justice and receives referrals from Youth Justice when a young person is in Court and no Responsible Adult (RA) is available. 

As well as Bail, the new service starting at the end of January 2017 will provide through various other agencies young people with support and programs for:

•
Life-skills

•
Health & Development 

•
Rehabilitation (e.g., AOD, Mental Health, Criminogenic)

•
Emotion & Well-being

•
Education Training and Employment 

This will all be undertaken in a culturally appropriate environment.

We will have a Youth Support Mentor based in Hedland and one based in Karratha.

Neville Sellwood will be the YJS Program Outcomes Coordinator that will oversee the Bail House and Youth Support Staff.
Information on presentation by Regional Services Reform Unit 
Please see attachment
Key points for working approaches going forward regarding alcohol and other drugs in the community

Drugs and alcohol 
Encouraging recognition of alcohol and other drugs being a whole of community issue

Collaboration of agencies to avoid duplication of services

More involvement of elders and significant others in community consultation – Aboriginal leadership

Substance misuse information in school/education programs

Collaborative prevention and early intervention
Youth issues

Consistent and long term complimentary services 

Safe places for youth

Approach from teachers/key people with a preventative focus, awareness of warning signs for alcohol and other drugs misuse and ways to engage youth

Reengage youth with their culture and encourage youth leadership and two way learning
Aboriginal issues

More involvement from Aboriginal men to step up and take action to help their people

Employment of more local Aboriginal in organisations

Solutions to be led by the Aboriginal Community

There needs to be a holistic approach with strong foundations from the start for Aboriginal people – education, family, housing and jobs

Establishment of a cultural leadership group covering the whole region with representatives from each area included
Other issues

Cashless welfare and TAMS card – there are many underlying issues to also address and further information needs to be provided to the community

More options to fight boredom in Town of Port Hedland
Establishment of a service that collects truant and unenrolled kids to get them back in school 

Increased Police presence

Possible relocation of the liquor shop 
Agreed actions
The Town of Port Hedland will explore facilitating the establishment of a taskforce around drug and alcohol issues in the community. This will be actioned prior to the next Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Consultation Forum.  
Topic for the next forum 
Learning from our Success 
Next Meeting 
Tuesday 14 February 2016 – JD Hardie Centre 
