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OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION  
 
That Council provides the following comments to the Western Australian Planning 
Commission (WAPC) on proposed Draft Improvement Plan 50: Port Hedland West 
End (IP50): 
 
1. Council supports Draft IP50 that authorises the making of an improvement 

scheme for the West End of Port Hedland in response to the State 
Government’s decision in October 2018 to implement the Port Hedland Dust 
Taskforce Report to resolve land use planning conflicts. 
 

2. Request that the WAPC allocates sufficient resources toward community and 
stakeholder engagement associated with formulation of an improvement 
scheme that extends beyond the minimum requirements of the Planning and 
Development Act 2005. 

 
SIMPLE MAJORITY VOTE REQUIRED 

 
 
PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this report is for Council to provide a response to the Department of 
Planning, Lands and Heritage (DPLH) and Western Australian Planning Commission 
(WAPC) on proposed Draft Improvement Plan 50: Port Hedland West End (IP50). 
 
DETAIL 
 
In 2009, the Environmental Protection Authority raised concerns about the possible 
impact of dust on Port Hedland residents. The Government subsequently established 
the Port Hedland Dust Management Taskforce (2009) to plan for and coordinate dust 
management in the town. The Taskforce released their Port Hedland Air Quality and 
Noise Management Plan in 2010. The plan proposed, amongst other 
recommendations, the drafting of a Health Risk Assessment to determine the impact of 
dust on the population. The Department of Health finalised the Port Hedland Air Quality 
Health Risk Assessment for Particulate Matter in February 2016. The Taskforce used 
the findings of the Health Risk Assessment to prepare its Report to Government, which 
included recommendations for managing dust in Port Hedland.  
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In August 2017, the State Government released the 2016 Port Hedland Dust 
Management Taskforce’s Report to Government to obtain the views of the Port Hedland 
community, industry and other stakeholders. Fifty submissions were received. After 
considering the Taskforce Report and the feedback received, the State Government 
formalised its position in October 2018. In relation to land use planning, the following 
position was established for managing dust in the West End: 
 

• The Government supports the Taskforce recommendation that appropriate 
planning controls be implemented to prohibit sensitive land uses and restrict 
population growth in the West End of Port Hedland. To give effect to this, the 
Western Australian Planning Commission (WAPC) will consider an improvement 
plan and improvement scheme designed to achieve the land use outcomes 
described in Recommendation 5 of the Taskforce Report. 

• In response to community concerns raised in the consultation process, the 
Government will act to ensure that any future West End planning controls will not 
prevent the redevelopment of residential properties – provided that the 
redevelopment would not result in an intensification or expansion of non-
conforming uses – should they be more than 75% damaged by a natural disaster 
such as fire or a cyclone.  

 
The land use outcomes described in Recommendation 5 of the Taskforce Report are: 
 
• Implementation of a Special Control Area westwards from McGregor Street; 
• The Special Control Area to prohibit new permanent residential development and 

other sensitive land uses, including aged care and child care premises, west of 
Taplin Street; 

• Low-density (R20) residential development be permitted in the predominantly 
residential area between Taplin and McGregor Streets, but higher-density 
residential development and other sensitive land uses be prohibited; and 

• The zoning in the Special Control Area aligns with the Town of Port Hedland Local 
Planning Strategy’s Precinct 1, taking into consideration the findings of the Health 
Risk Assessment.  

 
It is noted that there are some inconsistencies between points two (2) and three (3) in 
the Dust Taskforce Report with respect to the permissibility of aged care and child care 
premises between Taplin and McGregor Street. Point two (2) states these uses will be 
prohibited west of Taplin Street, but point three (3) states “sensitive land uses” west of 
McGregor Street will also be prohibited which may also include schools, aged care 
and child care premises. This issue will need to be resolved through the improvement 
scheme process. 
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Improvement Plan 
 
Improvement plans are strategic instruments used to facilitate the development of land 
in areas identified by the WAPC as requiring special planning.  The WAPC can 
recommend to the Minister for Planning that an improvement plan is made “for the 
purpose of advancing the planning, development and use” of land. An improvement 
plan that authorises the making of an improvement scheme must set out the objectives 
of the scheme. The WAPC is only required to consult with the affected local government 
in the making of an improvement plan that authorises the making of an improvement 
scheme. The improvement plan provisions of the Planning and Development Act 2005 
state that under an improvement plan the WAPC, with the approval of the Governor, 
may: 
• Plan, replan, design, redesign, consolidate, re-subdivide, clear, develop, 

reconstruct or rehabilitate land held by the State under the Act or enter into 
agreement with an owner of land not held by it within the improvement plan area; 

• Provide for the land to be used for such purposes as may be appropriate or 
necessary; 

• Make necessary changes to land acquired or held by it under the Act; 
• Manage the tenure of ownership of the land or any improvements to that land held 

by it under the Act or enter into agreement with other owners of land within the 
improvement plan area for the same purposes; 

• Recover costs in implementing the agreement with any owner of land within the 
improvement plan area; and 

• Do any act, matter or thing for the purpose of carrying out any agreement entered 
into with other landowners.  

 
These are very broad powers and it is not currently clear how the WAPC intend on 
exercising these powers within the area affected by draft IP50. There are currently nine 
(9) active improvement plans in operation in the State, with three (3) having 
accompanying active improvement schemes as follows: 
• Anketell Strategic Industrial Area Improvement Plan No.1 (June 2016) and 

Scheme (November 2017) located within the City of Karratha local scheme area. 
• Ashburton North Strategic Industrial Area Improvement Plan No. 3 (March 2015) 

and Scheme (September 2016) within the Shire of Ashburton local scheme area. 
• Shenton Park Rehabilitation Hospital Improvement Plan No. 43 (July 2015) and 

Scheme (January 2017) within the Cities of Nedlands and Subiaco local scheme 
areas. 

 
Two (2) of these improvement schemes are located in the North-West region of the 
State in adjacent local government areas. They provide a reasonable exemplar as to 
the format, operation and considerations for improvement schemes and how mapping 
and the accompanying scheme text will be set out. As a guide, there has been an 18-
24 month period between the gazettal of improvement plans and its accompanying 
scheme in the past. The key defining aspect of draft IP50 that authorises the creation 
of an improvement scheme is that the West End of Port Hedland exhibits a town centre 
and substantial residential population. The WAPC has not proclaimed an improvement 
scheme in this scenario in the past, and as shown above improvement schemes have 
only been previously proclaimed over significant redevelopment areas and strategic 
industrial sites. It is for this reason that part (2) of the Officer Recommendation of this 
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report includes a request for the WAPC to allocate sufficient resources toward 
preparation of an improvement scheme for the West End of Port Hedland.  
 
Draft Improvement Plan 50: Port Hedland West End (IP50) 
 
Proposed draft IP50 is included as Attachment 1 of this report. The stated purpose of 
draft IP50 is to: 
• Enable the WAPC to undertake all necessary steps to advance the planning and 

development within the plan area as provided for under Part 8 of the PD Act; 
• Establish the strategic planning and development intent within the subject area; 
• Provide for a strategic planning framework endorsed by the WAPC, Minister for 

Planning and the Governor; 
• Authorise the preparation of an improvement scheme; 
• Provide the objectives of an improvement scheme; and 
• Provide guidance to the preparation of statutory plans, statutory referral 

documentation and policy instruments. 
 
The objectives of the improvement scheme that will be enabled by draft IP50 are: 
• To provide a strategic planning framework to determine future land uses 

considering all land use options that takes into consideration physical, economic, 
social and environmental factors; and 

• To provide a statutory planning instrument through which to implement the 
strategic planning framework and effectively guide the preparation of statutory 
plans, statutory referral documentation and policy (as may be required) to 
facilitate orderly and proper planning of the area. 

 
Once gazetted, the improvement scheme will replace the Town of Port Hedland Local 
Planning Scheme No. 5 and the WAPC will become responsible for determining land 
use planning matters in the improvement scheme area. This will not occur until 18-24 
months after draft IP50 is finalised and proclaimed by the Governor of Western 
Australia. 
 
Officer Comment 
 
The Officer Comment in response to proposed draft IP50 has been divided into 
sections related to matters that the Town has the most likelihood of influence over at 
this point in the process, noting that the WAPC will be implementing the October 2018 
decision through preparation of IP50 (subject of this report) and a subsequent 
improvement scheme: 
• Draft IP50 Purpose  
• Draft IP50 Boundaries 
• Draft IP50 – Improvement Scheme Objectives 
• Improvement Schemes (in general) 
• Development Applications 
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Draft IP50 Purpose 
 
The purpose for draft IP50 is noted above and is included in Attachment 1. It is not 
essential to provide specific comments on the purpose of draft IP50 as the Town is not 
likely to be able to influence the purpose of the plan. The WAPC and DPLH are 
implementing a decision of State Government by preparing draft IP50, which clearly 
states that an improvement plan and improvement scheme are to be prepared to 
implement Recommendation 5 of the Dust Taskforce Report. It is therefore not 
recommended to provide a response on the improvement plan purpose. 
 
Draft IP50 Boundaries 
 
As can be seen in the map included as Attachment 1, the proposed boundaries of draft 
IP50 includes the entire West End of Port Hedland, with boundary points detailed as 
follows:  
• Southern Boundary: Extends from the intersection of Wilson Street, Wedge Street 

and the Esplanade in the west to the intersection of Wilson Street and McGregor 
Street in the east, including all land north of Wilson Street but not including Wilson 
Street itself or land south of Wilson Street between the road reserve and land 
managed by Pilbara Ports Authority, BHP and the Aboriginal Lands Trust; 

• Western Boundary: The Esplanade (road), including all land up to Pilbara Ports 
Authority managed land in the west;  

• Northern Boundary: Inclusive of all coastal foreshore reserves and the Spoilbank 
in the north (with the exception of tidal areas on the tip of the Spoilbank), inclusive 
of Cemetery Beach Park but excluding the turtle nesting area on Cemetery Beach. 
The northern boundary extends along Lukis Street in the east until it intersects 
with McGregor Street. Hotel Ibis is outside the boundary; and 

• Eastern Boundary: Extends from the intersection of McGregor Street and Wilson 
Street northwards to the intersection of McGregor Street and Lukis Street, 
inclusive of the McGregor Street road reserve and all land westwards. 

 
The location of the boundaries of draft IP50 are important as this determines where the 
boundaries for the subsequent improvement scheme can possibly be set. For example, 
the improvement scheme boundaries can include either part or all of the land identified 
in IP50 as determined by the WAPC and Minister for Planning. This is important for 
Council to consider as it will flag to the WAPC at an early stage where Council may be 
agreeable for the improvement scheme boundaries to be set. No rationale or 
explanation has been provided for the proposed draftIP50 boundaries, for example it 
is unclear why draft IP50 would need to include coastal reserves, cemetery beach park 
and the Spoilbank as this land is not developed with sensitive land uses and is not 
zoned for sensitive land uses under the Town’s existing LPS5. The Town has just 
prepared a Coastal Hazard Risk Management Adaptation Plan (CHRMAP) in 
accordance with State Planning Policy which indicates that development sensitive to 
coastal hazards will not be permitted in erosion and inundation risk areas. No adequate 
justification has been provided to include coastal reserve land but not include land 
closer to port operations, between Wilson Street and Nelson Point, which are closer to 
the stockpiles of iron ore. 
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Council has the option of advocating for alternative boundaries to draft IP50 through its 
response to the WAPC. It is not recommended that Council advocates for boundaries 
of a final IP50 that will limit the WAPC’s ability to implement Recommendation 5 of the 
Dust Taskforce Report, as any such recommendation is likely to be disregarded unless 
valid reasons are supplied to support Council’s position. On the basis that setting the 
improvement scheme boundaries are more significant (which will occur over the next 
18-24 months), the Officer Recommendation does not recommend that draft IP50 
boundaries are changed. Should Council seek to propose a change in boundaries, 
Option 2 is included as an Alternative Motion for Council to vary the Officer 
Recommendation. 
 
Draft IP50 – Improvement Scheme Objectives 
As stated earlier in this report, the objectives of the improvement scheme that will be 
enabled by IP50 are: 
• To provide a strategic planning framework to determine future land uses 

considering all land use options that takes into consideration physical, economic, 
social and environmental factors; and 

• To provide a statutory planning instrument through which to implement the 
strategic planning framework and effectively guide the preparation of statutory 
plans, statutory referral documentation and policy (as may be required) to 
facilitate orderly and proper planning of the area. 

 
These are very broadly stated objectives and do not provide any substance or vision 
for the improvement scheme area. The WAPC could have developed more specific 
objectives that are relevant to improving the West End of Port Hedland such as: 
 
1. Protect built heritage and enable adaptive re-use of heritage buildings to preserve 

the character of the West End; 
2. Limit new residential development and other sensitive land uses in accordance 

with the Dust Taskforce Report; 
3. Outline clear requirements for non-conforming residential land uses; 
4. Consolidate fragmented land ownership and road networks to support urban 

renewal; 
5. Develop a light industrial precinct that focuses on high quality industrial design 

and port supporting commercial land uses; 
6. Reserve land for a vegetation buffer that separates industrial uses from sensitive 

uses to improve air quality and acoustic amenity; 
7. Designate land for tourism related land uses to encourage visitation of the 

precinct and contribute to economic activation;  
8. Adapt to coastal hazards by recognising land at risk of coastal erosion and 

inundation and apply a framework to reduce risk of damage during storm events; 
9. Improve the amenity of urban spaces through encouraging developments to 

provide landscaping and public art to contribute to the West End character. 
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It should be noted that the above listed objectives have been suggested at Officer level 
for discussion purposes only, and the improvement scheme objectives proposed by 
draft IP50 do not necessarily contradict achieving the nine (9) suggested objectives 
above. The objectives proposed in draft IP50 are exceptionally vague and may benefit 
by being elaborated upon by suggesting inclusion of additional objectives. The Council 
may wish to include some or all of the above suggested objectives (or alternative 
objectives) in its recommendation to the WAPC to maximise the likelihood of the issue 
discussed in the objective to be implemented as part of the future vision for the West 
End. Alternative recommendations (Option 2) has been included in this report to 
provide Council with the ability to provide such advice to the WAPC as part of its 
comments on draft IP50.   
 
Improvement Schemes (in general) 
 
Improvement Schemes are similar instruments to local planning schemes, however the 
WAPC is the determining authority for development applications. They contain 
development control provisions regarding the scheme area and are prepared in the 
same manner as a local planning scheme except the WAPC is the approving authority 
in place of Council and the format does not need to be consistent with the model 
scheme text. The improvement scheme preparation process is generally outlined 
below: 
 
• Governor proclaims improvement plan that authorises an improvement scheme; 
• Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage (DPLH) on behalf of WAPC prepares 

draft improvement scheme; 
• WAPC initiates draft improvement scheme at its Statutory Planning Committee; 
• WAPC undertakes statutory consultation on draft improvement scheme; 
• DPLH considers submissions and modifies draft improvement scheme where 

appropriate; 
• WAPC adopts final draft improvement scheme at its Statutory Planning 

Committee; 
• WAPC refers final improvement scheme to the Minister for Planning; 
• Once the Minister for Planning has signed-off the final improvement scheme, it is 

published in the government gazette. 
• Once published in the government gazette, the improvement scheme overrides 

the local planning scheme and development applications are then referred to the 
WAPC for determination (instead of Council).   

 
The improvement scheme process is explained in greater detail under Part 8 of 
the Planning and Development Act 2005.  
 

  

           Page 7  
 



Late Item - Ordinary Meeting of Council - Agenda                                    22 May 2019 

The Town and local community are likely to have further opportunities for involvement 
in the improvement scheme process if the WAPC decides to go beyond the minimum 
public consultation requirements in preparing the improvement scheme. Part two (2) of 
the Officer Recommendation in this report aims to flag this at an early stage, and 
request that the WAPC allocates sufficient resources towards community engagement 
activities associated with preparation of the improvement scheme that extends beyond 
the minimum statutory consultation requirements of the Planning and Development Act 
2005. The minimum statutory consultation requirements would generally involve one (1) 
letter to be sent to landowners and stakeholders as part of bullet point four (4) above, 
allowing an opportunity for the public to view a draft improvement scheme and provide 
a timeframe in which the public can provide comment. Due to the nature of the West 
End exhibiting a town centre and significant residential population, this approach would 
be considered inadequate community engagement and opportunities should be 
provided for the public and landowners to provide input in the shaping of the 
improvement scheme rather than comment on a draft that has already been prepared. 
Comments are therefore recommended to this effect in part (2) of the Officer 
Recommendation. 
 
Development Applications 
 
The significance of the Town receiving draft IP50 in respect of the determination of 
development applications is that it represents a step in the planning process toward a 
shift in the planning framework and appropriate weight must begin to be given to IP50 
in decision making as potentially being a “seriously entertained planning proposal”. 
The weight given to a draft (and final) IP50 in decision making should consider the 
following factors: 
 
1. The degree to which the draft improvement plan addresses the specific 

 development application. 
2. The degree to which the draft is based on sound town planning principles. 
3. The degree to which its ultimate approval could be regarded as "certain". 
4. The degree to which its ultimate approval could be regarded as "imminent". 
 
While the Town will remain the decision maker under Local Planning Scheme No. 5 until 
such time as the improvement scheme is gazetted (i.e. 18-24 months after the 
improvement plan is proclaimed), the Officer Recommendation for development 
applications may begin to shift toward a recommendation that is consistent with the 
emerging planning framework. Such applications will be presented to Council for 
determination based on technical assessment against the existing and emerging 
planning framework and considering any comments received during public and 
agency consultation. When an improvement scheme is formulated and gazetted, 
decision-making power for development applications within the improvement scheme 
area will be removed from Council and will become the responsibility of the WAPC, 
unless the WAPC delegate those powers back to Council. This will be a topic for 
discussion through preparation of the improvement scheme and its implementation. 
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LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 
In accordance with Policy 4/009 ‘Significant Decision Making’, this matter is considered 
to be of high significance, as the improvement plan and subsequent improvement 
scheme may have significant implications for the present and future social, economic, 
environmental and cultural well-being of Port Hedland. It is outside the Town’s control 
to consult on the proposed improvement plan and scheme and it is therefore 
recommended the WAPC dedicates sufficient resources to community engagement 
associated with the subsequent improvement scheme process. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Internal  
 
• Executive Leadership Team 
• Manager Town Planning & Development 
• Manager Environmental Health & Community Safety 
 
The Town’s Environmental Health Business Unit are not opposed to draft IP50 as the 
proposal conforms with the findings of the Department of Health – Port Hedland Air 
Quality Health Risk Assessment for Particulate Matter by factoring in land affected by 
negative health implications caused by dust. The draft IP50 areas encompasses land 
where excessive levels of dust were mapped during the Department of Water and 
Environmental Regulation’s (DWER) Mapping Dust Plumes at Port Hedland using 
LiDAR Report in February 2018. 
 
External Agencies  
 
The WAPC is only obligated to consult with the local government in the formulation of 
an improvement plan. The subsequent preparation of an improvement scheme is likely 
to include consultation with other external agencies, as the process follows the same 
process as preparation of a local planning scheme.  
 
Community  
 
The WAPC is only obligated to consult with the local government in the formulation of 
an improvement plan. Insufficient time was given for the Town to undertake community 
consultation as part of this report, as the draft IP50 was received on 13 May 2019 and 
comments must be provided to the WAPC by 27 May 2019. Further opportunities for 
community consultation will be available as part of the improvement scheme process. 
 
LEGISLATION AND POLICY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
Planning and Development Act 2005 
Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015  
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FINANCIAL AND RESOURCES IMPLICATIONS 
 
Financial and resources implications associated with proposed draft IP50 are not 
known at this stage. 
 
STRATEGIC AND SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
 
The following sections of the Town’s Strategic Community Plan 2018-2028 are 
applicable in the consideration of this item:  

2.d.1  Investment in key infrastructure development such as the port and 
logistics is pursued  

2.d.2  The development of industry specific value chains are encouraged and 
supported 

3.b.1  The present and future needs for serviced land and infrastructure 
provision are identified, planned and developed 

3.b.5  The protection and valuing of amenities and urban space is enhanced 
through community engagement 

3.c.1  Urban and spatial planning is implemented to enhance human interaction 
with nature and industry 

 
Environmental  
 
The State Government’s decision to implement the Dust Taskforce Report through an 
improvement plan and scheme will eventually see a change in zoning over the West 
End of Port Hedland to reduce the risk to human health associated with exposure of a 
large portion of the population to elevated levels of dust.  
 
Economic  
 
The economic impacts of the improvement plan are not known at this stage. When the 
Town has an opportunity to comment on the improvement scheme (in the next 18-24 
months), the WAPC should be requested to provide an assessment of the economic 
impacts associated with rezoning large portions of land. 
 
Social 
 
The West End of Port Hedland contains a historic town centre and large population 
base. The Town should advocate to protect cultural, historic and community values 
associated with the area through the improvement scheme process. 
 
Corporate Business Plan 
 
The following action of the Town’s Corporate Business Plan 2018-2022 applies in 
relation to this item: 
• 3.b.1.3 – Advocate to and support State Government initiatives to resolve land 

use conflicts 
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RISK MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS 
 
There is a reputational risk associated with this item because there has been a long 
standing land use conflict between port operations and residents in the West End and 
Council should advocate for the local community on any future zoning schemes 
imposed by the State Government. The risk rating is considered to be high (16), which 
is determined by a likelihood of likely (4) and a consequence of major (4). 
 
Whilst Council has the ability to not support draft IP50 based on reputational risk, it is 
not recommended that this is resolved as the WAPC will likely proclaim an improvement 
plan and scheme without Council’s support. To optimise outcomes for the local 
community, it is in Council’s best interest to support and work with the State 
Government to develop a future vision for the West End that supports both economic 
growth and protects cultural, social and historic values. 
 
To reduce the reputation risk, the action plan is recommended to be: 
 
1. Support the State Government’s intention to proclaim IP50;  

 
2. Advocate for the WAPC to undertake extensive community engagement 

associated with the improvement scheme;  
 

3. Continue to engage with the WAPC through the improvement scheme process, 
which will occur in the 18-24 months following the improvement plan. This is the 
appropriate time to raise any specific issues that may influence the provisions of 
the improvement scheme; and 

 
4. Develop a revised local planning strategy and local planning scheme founded on 

strong community engagement that recognises the improvement scheme and 
provides a planning framework for other areas in Port Hedland that respond to the 
improvement scheme. A tender has recently been released for the local planning 
strategy and scheme review project and will likely be presented to Council in June 
2019 for award.  

 
There is an environmental risk associated with this item, as the improvement plan 
represents a step towards responding to the Health Risk Assessment and resolving 
land use conflicts in the West End. The risk rating is considered to be medium (9), 
which is determined by a likelihood of possible (3) and a consequence of moderate 
(3). 
 
This risk will be mitigated by the adoption of the officer’s recommendation. If Council 
resolves not to support draft IP50, it may be seen to be hindering the implementation 
of actions associated with the Dust Taskforce Report which aim to reduce health risk 
associated with exposure of large portions of the population to elevated levels of dust. 
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OPTIONS 
 
Option 1 – Adopt officer’s recommendation 
 
Option 2 – Amend officer’s recommendation to provide additional comments on 
proposed boundary and improvement scheme objectives 
 
That Council provides the following comments to the Western Australian Planning 
Commission (WAPC) on proposed Draft Improvement Plan 50: Port Hedland West End 
(IP50): 
 
1. Council supports Draft IP50 that authorises the making of an improvement 

scheme for the West End of Port Hedland in response to the State Government’s 
decision in October 2018 to implement the Port Hedland Dust Taskforce Report 
to resolve land use planning conflicts. 
 

2. Request that the WAPC allocates sufficient resources toward community and 
stakeholder engagement associated with formulation of an improvement scheme 
that extends beyond the minimum requirements of the Planning and Development 
Act 2005. 

 
3. Request that the WAPC modifies draft IP50 to include additional objectives for the 

improvement scheme to state: 
1. _____________________________________________________________________ 
2. _____________________________________________________________________ 
3. _____________________________________________________________________ 

 
4. Requests that the WAPC modifies draft IP50 boundaries in the following manner: 

1. _____________________________________________________________________ 
2. _____________________________________________________________________ 
3. _____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Option 3 – Do not support Improvement Plan 
 
That Council advises the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage (DPLH) and 
Western Australian Planning Commission (WAPC) that it does not support Improvement 
Plan 50: Port Hedland West End (IP50) for the following reasons: 
 
1. _________________________________________________________________________ 
2. _________________________________________________________________________ 
3. _________________________________________________________________________ 
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CONCLUSION 
 
This report has provided an overview of proposed Improvement Plan 50: Port Hedland 
West End (IP50) and has provided a summary of the improvement plan and 
improvement scheme process. The key factors to note are that the improvement plan 
represents a step in the planning process toward implementing the October 2018 State 
Government decision on the Dust Taskforce Report, and the improvement scheme will 
follow approximately 18-24 months after IP50 is proclaimed. Eventually, gazettal of an 
improvement scheme will transfer decision making power for development applications 
to the WAPC. The improvement plan process is driven by the State Government and 
the recommendation is for Council to provide a response to the WAPC. Key issues are 
considered to be the location of the improvement plan boundaries, the objectives of 
the improvement scheme and the extent of community engagement in preparation of 
the improvement scheme. It is recommended that Council consider the contents of this 
report and make a recommendation to the WAPC as appropriate.  
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1. Draft Improvement Plan 50: Port Hedland West End (IP50) 
2. Draft Improvement Plan 50: Map 
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ATTACHMENT 1 TO ITEM 14.2 
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ATTACHMENT 2 TO ITEM 14.2 
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