
 

 
 

SHAPING HEDLAND’S FUTURE  
Local Planning Strategy and Scheme Review 
What is happening?  
A land use study has started, which will guide land planning and development 
within the Town of Port Hedland for the next 10-20 years. 
The study builds on engagement outcomes, which informed the Strategic 
Community Plan (2018 - 2028) and Corporate Business Plan (2018 - 2022). 
The team led by consultants from element have met with several local community 
members, representatives, local groups, government and industry stakeholders in 
Port Hedland and Perth. 
A site visit was undertaken by the project team in late August to hear first-hand the 
important issues within the Town.  

What’s next? 
The project team are continuing engagement to hear broader public interests to 
inform Local Planning Scheme No. 7. 
The aim is to prepare a number of local precinct snapshots, which reflect what is 
known, and then engage widely on the content with the community and other 
interested parties during November. 
Following this engagement in November a draft Local Planning Strategy and 
Scheme will be prepared to be advertised for public consultation in early 2020. 

However... you may ask the question, what is a Local Planning Scheme? 
A local planning scheme has a number of purposes. For instance, a Local Planning 
Scheme will establish the framework in which decisions are made in relation to land 
use and development. It will zone and reserve land to manage land use and 
development in accordance with the Local Planning Strategy.  

Then… what is a Local Planning Strategy? 
A Local Planning Strategy will establish strategic direction for growth and 
development within the Town of Port Hedland. It is likely to remain relevant for the 
next 10-20 years. 
The Strategy will identify strategies and actions to address relevant issues and the 
Scheme will provide statutory controls to guide decision making for land use and 
development. 

What area of land will be covered? 
The study area is entirely within the Town of Port Hedland as shown in the image 
over the page, with the exclusion of the west end precinct.  



 



 

Does this review include the West End of Port Hedland? 
No, although the precise area is to be determined, the general area of the West End 
precinct is outside of this land use planning study. 
The Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage have prepared Improvement Plan 
No. 50 for the West End precinct following consideration of the Dust Management 
Taskforce recommendations. 
Improvement Plan No. 50 will provide the statutory basis for the preparation and 
implementation of a separate improvement scheme over the West End precinct. 

How does this relate to the Pilbara City vision for Port Hedland? 
The Port City Growth Plan was a document prepared at the height of the mining 
boom, with aspirations based on a rapid city growth scenario.  
To inform the review of the Local Planning Strategy and Local Planning Scheme 
there is a need to revise population, economic growth and land use aspirations 
within the Port City Growth Plan. 

What is the current projection for growth in Port Hedland? 
Development plans are currently projected for an urban centre to accommodate 
approximately 27,000 people by 2040. 

How might it effect you? 
The new local planning scheme will set out controls and requirements for how you, 
your neighbours and others can use and develop properties. These controls ensure 
development is compatible with state policy and local community vision for the 
Town of Port Hedland. 

Does this mean your property will be rezoned?  
It is too early in the process to give an indication as to whether individual properties 
will be rezoned. The Local Planning Strategy is in the process of being formulated 
and is a high-level document which establishes the strategic direction for land use 
planning within the Town. 
There will be further opportunity to comment on proposed zoning of property once 
the draft Local Planning Strategy and Scheme have been developed and are in a 
form acceptable for public consultation. 

Will this effect your rates? 
Until a rating strategy is formally considered and released for public consultation, 
we are unable to comment on how this may affect rates raised on a property. If 
there are changes proposed to the zoning of your property and you wish to see if 
there has been a change in the way your property will be rated, please await the 
release of the rating strategy for public consultation prior to submitting an enquiry to 
the Rates Department at the Town.  

How does the Local Planning Strategy relate to the Strategic Community Plan?   
The preparation of the Local Planning Strategy will seek to build on the 
comprehensive engagement previously undertaken by the Town which informed the 
preparation of the Town’s Strategic Community Plan 2018-2028, under the following 
headings of community, economy, built and natural environment. 



 

 
 
Where relevant to land use planning outcomes, the Town will seek to align the Local 
Planning Strategy with the outcomes and goals identified within the Strategic 
Community Plan to ensure that there is a clear line of sight between the strategic 
corporate objectives of the Town and the land use strategies and actions to be 
identified within the revised Local Planning Strategy. 

How can you be involved and have your say? 
A number of opportunities exist to have your say and help the project team to 
understand unique opportunities and constraints facing land planning in each 
precinct. Preliminary meetings are underway in Port Hedland and public 
engagement is planned to discuss key challenges, opportunities and ambitions. 
If you would like to be engaged on the draft Local Planning Strategy and Scheme, 
please attend one of the following engagement events.  
While the roundtable conversations are targeted for specific groups, the information 
and process will be the same. You are welcome to pick the event, which best suits 
your availability. 
 
Who: Public, landowners, 

community groups 
 

Business, industry Public  Public 

What: Roundtable 
conversation 
 

Roundtable 
conversation 

Interactive 
information display 

Interactive 
information display 

When: Tuesday  
12 Nov  
6pm-8pm 
 

Wednesday  
13 Nov  
6pm-8pm  
 

Thursday  
14 Nov  
2pm-6pm 
 

Saturday  
16 Nov  
9am-1pm 
 

Where: Wanangkura 
Stadium 
South Hedland 
 

Civic Centre  
Town of Port 
Hedland 

South Hedland 
Shopping Square  

Port Hedland 
Boulevarde 
Shopping Mall 

How: RSVP on eventbrite RSVP on eventbrite Drop by anytime Drop by anytime 
 
To attend one of the roundtable conversations, please RSVP on Eventbrite (prior to 
7 November for catering purposes).  
You are welcome to drop by our information stall at the shopping centre during the 
times and dates listed above or take an online survey during November.  
To receive updates for the land planning study or to express interest in further 
engagement please send your details and enquiries to: 

lps@porthedland.wa.gov.au 


