
Outcome of Consultation - Short-Term Rental Accommodation and the 
Sharing Economy Discussion Paper 

Decision of State Council: 
Moved: Mayor Carol Adams Seconded: Cr Janet Davidson 

1. That WALGA request the Minister for Planning to establish, through the Department of
Planning, Lands and Heritage, a Technical Working Group, with a goal to reviewing the
planning framework in relation to short-term rental accommodation, that gives
consideration to;

a. A review of Planning Bulletin 99 – Holiday Home Guidelines, with a particular
emphasis on expanding the scope of Planning Bulletin 99 beyond ‘Holiday
Homes’, to reflect changes in the accommodation market;

b. A review of ‘Land Use’ definitions within the Planning framework that relate to
short-term accommodation; and c. Establishing a ‘preferred’ approach for the
management of ‘home-sharing’ within the planning framework.

2. That WALGA, in collaboration with member Local Governments, develop a model Short-
Term Accommodation Local Law for those Local Governments who wish to regulate short-

 term accommodation providers. 

RESOLUTION 128.6/2017 CARRIED 

In Brief: 
• WALGA recognises that Local Government is best placed to determine specific controls on

short-term rental accommodation.
• Additional guidance is, however, required from the State Government to ensure a robust

planning framework exists to support the establishment of local controls.
• Within some Local Government areas, there has been growing community concern about the

introduction of short-term rental accommodation, facilitated by online ‘sharing economy’
platforms, into areas that have not traditionally been associated with tourist development.

• Despite the emergence and rapid growth in the use of such peer to peer platforms, legislation
governing short-term rental accommodation in Western Australia has not been revised since
2009. This has created a variety of challenges for several Local Governments.

• At the request of members and to assist the Association’s advocacy, the Association prepared
a discussion paper examining short-term rental accommodation and the sharing economy.

• In July 2017, the discussion paper was presented to WALGA State Council for noting prior to
requesting feedback from members. Thirteen (13) submissions were received, of which three
were formal Council resolutions.

ATTACHMENT 2 TO ITEM 11.1.7



Policy for Assessing Applications to Operate Restricted Access Vehicles on 
Local Government Roads  
 
Decision of State Council: 

Moved: Seconded: President Cr Malcolm Cullen President Cr Stephen Strange  
 
That the ‘Policy for Assessing Applications to Operate Restricted Access Vehicles on Local 
Government Roads’ be endorsed as a model policy for Local Government adoption.  
 
RESOLUTION 129.6/2017 CARRIED 

 
In Brief  
• A Restricted Access Vehicle (RAV) is a vehicle that exceeds a statutory mass or dimension limit 

as prescribed in the Road Traffic (Vehicles) Regulations 2014. RAVs can only operate on roads 
approved by Main Roads WA.  

• Operators may apply to Main Roads WA to add or amend a RAV route. It is Main Roads WA 
policy to refer applications to Local Governments for preliminary assessment.  

• Some Local Governments have voiced concern that they are unsure how to assess an 
application.  

• The objective of this policy is to provide a consistent and rational process for Local 
Governments when assessing an application to add or amend a road on the RAV network.  

• The policy will assist in the development of a sustainable road network that balances the 
needs of the community and the provision of an efficient freight network to support economic 
activity and development.  

• The policy has been endorsed by the Freight Policy Forum.  
 
 

Interim Submission on the Climate Change Authority’s Review of the Carbon 
Farming Initiative Legislation and the Emissions Reduction Fund 
 
Decision of State Council: 

Moved: Mayor Logan Howlett Seconded: Mayor Carol Adams  
 
That the interim submission in response to the Climate Change Authority’s Review of the Carbon 
Farming Initiative Legislation and the Emissions Reduction Fund be endorsed with the 
Submission’s recommendation being amended to read:  
 
That the Australian Government climate change mitigation policy settings should include 
measures which take advantage of the substantial emissions reductions that can be achieved by 
Local Governments, facilitated through funding provided by the Federal Government.  
 
RESOLUTION 131.6/2017 CARRIED 

 
In Brief  
• The Climate Change Authority released a Review of the Carbon Farming Initiative (CFI) 

Legislation and the Emissions Reduction Fund (ERF) on 31 August 2017, seeking comments by 
29 September 2017.  

• WALGA’s interim submission comprises recommendations consistent with WALGA’s State 
Council endorsed Policy Statement on Climate Change 2009.  



• In addition, the submission notes the historic high participation rates of WA Local 
Governments in Federal Government mitigation programs, but the very low participation rate 
of WA Local Governments in the CFI and the ERF. This is because of the relatively high 
emissions reduction threshold and the costs involved for a Local Government seeking to 
participate.  

• The submission recommends that Australian Government climate change mitigation policy 
settings should include measures which take advantage of the substantial emissions 
reductions that can be achieved by Local Governments. 

 
Review of the Local Government Act 1995 
 
Decision of State Council: 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 



 



 

 

  



 
 



 
  



 
 
  



 
 

 
  



 
 
  



 
 
 

 
 
 


