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t h e  P r o J e c t _

Udla was engaged by the town of port Hedland to provide an integrated and 
costed landscape masterplan with a coherent vision for the improvement 
and expansion of the south Hedland cemetery. 

the south Hedland cemetery is the one of two cemeteries located in 
Hedland, the other being the old port Hedland cemetery. It is the only 
active cemetery as the old port Hedland cemetery is an historical site and 
does not admit burials.  

there is an opportunity to improve the current state of the south Hedland 
cemetery to increase visitor comfort, create a more amenable place for 
quiet contemplation and to memorialise those buried at the site.  through 
consultation with the town of port Hedland, the main issues facing the site 
were ascertained and informed the basis of the masterplan.

the masterplan proposes a costed plan of the expansion of the cemetery 
which will integrate into the existing site and will provide for the future 
needs of the community.

concept 
deVelopment
opportunities & 

directions

desKtop reVIeW 
and sIte VIsIt

project Understanding

topH reVIeW
sUBmIssIon oF 
masterplan, 
report and 

opc

WorKsHop one
draft sketch options 

presentation

draFt master
plan and costInGs

south Hedland cemetery masterplan, process diagram



s o u t h  h e d l a n d  c e m e t e r y   I   l a n d s c a p e  m a s t e r p l a n  r e p o r t  1 6 . 0 2 . 2 0 1 8pa G e  |    5

t h e  s I t e _

the south Hedland cemetery is bounded by Great northern Highway and 
the Kingsford smith Business park. It is approximately 12kms from port 
Hedland and 3km from south Hedland. the airport is located approximately 
1km to the east. a new entrance to the cemetery is located on Flynn place as 
the old entrance from Great northern Highway has been decommissioned. 

the site is approximately 39,000m2 (3.9ha) in area with a carpark of 
7,000m2. an additional parcel of land of 45,000m2 has been set aside to 
allow for the future extension of the cemetery. 

the cemetery site is relatively flat with a gradual grade running north east 
to the south west. It is a very exposed site and experiences strong winds. 
a number of mature trees exist on the internal roads, however as the site is 
so exposed there is a distinct lack of shade. 

Both the carpark and internal road system are gravel. Internal roads are 
in poor condition and uneven. a network of paver pathways for access to 
plots exist throughout some of the site. these are in poor condition and are 
uneven and cracking. most of the site is covered in weeds or bare earth. 
there is a lack of signage that indicates the areas of denomination and 
many occupied plots are unmarked.

two shelters with seating exist at the entrance to the site, however there is 
a lack of amenity throughout the rest of cemetery.
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e x i s t i n g  s i t e  c o n d i t i o n s _
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s i t e  a n a ly s i s _
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o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  d i r e c t i o n s _

•	 provide low maintenance solutions as maintenance is a large cost factor for town of port Hedland.

•	 provide robust and hardy treatments that will withstand harsh pilbara environment.

•	 Improve ambience of cemetery.

•	 consider proximity to airport and adjacent business park.

•	 consider limitations of planting on site due to location of plots.

•	 consider containment of site due to exposed position. this includes defining the site through planting and 
fencing. 

•	 consider the surface treatment of the cemetery grounds to create a coherent and easily maintained space.

•	 Increase shade on site. 

•	 Improve vehicular access ways including improvement of internal road structure, creation of a ring road and 
external entrances to site.  this includes limiting public vehicular access to site.

•	 Improve and consolidate pedestrian walkways and where possible design for universal access.

•	 Upgrade of existing toilets to dda compliant accessible facilities.

•	 Upgrade existing waiting area with new shade shelter and seating.

•	 provide more amenity of site such as seating areas and bins.

•	 potential for an entry statement artwork and structure to provide sense of arrival. 

•	 Improve road entrance to carpark.

•	 Improve legibility of site via introduction of wayfinding signage. 

•	 provide carpark expansion to manage large funeral events.

•	 expansion of site for future use.

robust and low maintenance materials

signage

shade

entry statement

paths

containment of site through planting
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c o n c e p t  p l a n _

the concept for the south Hedland cemetery masterplan is to create a respectful, serene and comfortable 
environment which celebrates the unique pilbara sense of place. the design responds to the needs of the 
community, the minimal maintenance requirements of the town of port Hedland and the harsh environmental 
conditions of the site.

Vehicular access to the site will be limited to funeral cars only with the inclusion of entrance gates. Internal 
roads are to be asphalted with flush kerbs and wide enough to accommodate pedestrians. the introduction of a 
gravel ring road with parking and pedestrian entrance gates at each border of the site will improve accessibility 
to the cemetery. equal access carpark bays with pathways will be positioned near the entrance to the cemetery. 
an overflow carpark will accommodate increased vehicular traffic in the event of larger funeral gatherings. 
Garrison fencing to be erected on the site periphery will define the cemetery boundary.

The path system which allows pedestrian access to plots will be consolidated to the north-south axis. existing 
pathways which are in poor condition will be replaced with in situ concrete which will be universally accessible 
where possible.

Seating areas throughout the cemetery will provide opportunity for visitors to rest and reflect on those interred. 
this includes the provision of seating at the new shade shelter located at the inner entrance to the cemetery. 

Landscape treatments such as the incorporation of gravel surfaces throughout the site and the opportunity 
to seed with iconic local flora species will create a cohesive and harmonious space that will require minimal 
maintenance and reduce weeds.

the proposed landscape planting aims to provide shade, soften the space, define the site and screen from 
the adjacent business park. planting to the carpark and entry will create a sense of arrival to the cemetery. the 
internal road network has been consolidated to allow for the planting of tree avenues where possible which will 
not impede on the existing plots. plant species have been chosen to withstand environmental conditions and 
celebrate local pilbara species where possible. the limitations of plant species selection due to proximity to the 
airport has been a consideration. 

Legibility of the site and the definition of denomination areas will be improved by the introduction of wayfinding 
signage system that celebrates local flora. 

The entrance is to include a sculptural structure to provide a threshold between the carpark and internal 
cemetery grounds. this is to serve both as an entry statement and gathering area for funeral proceedings.

a wait area located at the inner cemetery entrance witll provide a  shade shelter that complements the style of 
the threshold structure with seating and new equal access toilets. 

Future expansion: With the consideration of previous burial numbers over the last ten years it is estimated 
that only the area of other denominations will need to be expanded within the next 10 years. the masterplan 
proposes a plan to provide a seamless merging of the old and newer cemetery areas. relocation of the ring 
road and fence on the north east boundary of the cemetery to define the new boundary will enclose that site 
as a whole. Internal roads are to be extended along the existing grid and the network of pedestrian pathways 
will mimic the existing cemetery. It is intended that all pathways within the extended site will be universally 
accessible. placements of roads in relation to plots will provide adequate area for the planting of continuous 
tree avenues. 

s e c t i o n  B -  c e n t r a l  a v e n u e
s c a l e  1 : 1 0 0

s e c t i o n  a  -  F r o n t  e n t r a n c e
s c a l e  1 : 2 0 0
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c o n c e p t  p l a n _
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a c c e s s _

p u b l i c  V e h i c l e
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a c c e s s  h a s  b e e n  d e s i g n e d  s o  a s  t o 
r a t i o n a l i s e  c u r r e n t  p a r k i n g  a n d  a c c e s s  b y 
v e h i c l e  b y  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c .   a  1 . 2 m  h i g h 
f e n c e  w i l l  b e  i n s t a l l e d  t o  t h e  b o u n d a r y  o f  t h e 
s i t e .   a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  m a i n  e n t r a n c e ,  t h e r e  a r e 
t h r e e  o t h e r  p e d e s t r i a n  a c c e s s  g a t e s  a d j a c e n t 
t h e  s m a l l e r  p a r k i n g  n o d e s  a l o n g  t h e  r i n g 
r o a d .   F u n e r a l  v e h i c l e s  w i l l  a c c e s s  t h e  s i t e 
v i a  t h e  m a i n  e n t r a n c e .   t h e  ‘ t h r e s h o l d ’  e n t r y 
s t r u c t u r e  h a s  b e e n  d e s i g n e d  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e 
l o c k a b l e  v e h i c l e  a n d  p e d e s t r i a n  g a t e s .  
s e r v i c e  v e h i c l e s  t h a t  a r e  t o o  l a r g e  t o  p a s s 
t h r o u g h  t h e  t h r e s h o l d  s t r u c t u r e  m a y  e n t e r  t h e 
s i t e  v i a  a  s e r v i c e  g a t e  o f f  t h e  o v e r f l o w  c a r 
p a r k .    
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s u r f a c e  f i n i s h e s _
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l o t s  -  g r a v e l ,  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  s e e d i n g  o f 
n a t i v e  f l o w e r i n g  p l a n t s  a n d  g r a s s e s  t h e m e d  b y 
d e n o m i n a t i o n

p a t h s  -  e x p o s e d  a g g r e g a t e  l i g h t  c o l o u r e d 
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s u r f a c e  f i n i s h e s  h a v e  b e e n  s e l e c t e d  t o 
p r o v i d e  a  l o w  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  c o s t  e f f e c t i v e 
a n d  r o b u s t  u p g r a d e  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s 
o f  t h e  i n t e r n a l  r o a d s  a n d  p a t h s .   G r a v e l 
t r e a t m e n t  t o  b u r i a l  l o t s  w i l l  a s s i s t  i n  r e d u c i n g 
w e e d s  a n d  p r o v i d e  v i s u a l  c o n n e c t i v i t y 
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s i t e ,  c o n t r a s t i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e 
l i g h t e r  c o n c r e t e  p a t h s . 
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p l a n t i n g _

G a r d e n  b e d  1
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p l a n t  s p e c i e s  h a v e  b e e n  s e l e c t e d  c o g n i z a n t 
o f  t h e  c h a l l e n g i n g  g r o w i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  o f 
t h e  s i t e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  a  l o w 
m a i n t e n a n c e  l a n d s c a p e .   m a d e  u p  o f  h a r d y 
n a t i v e  a n d  e x o t i c  s p e c i e s  t h e  p l a n t i n g 
w i l l  s o f t e n  t h e  s i t e ,  b r e a k i n g  u p  t h e  l a r g e 
a r e a s  o f  h a r d s c a p e  a n d  p r o v i d e  a  s e n s e  o f 
e n c l o s u r e  a n d  s h e l t e r .

t h r e e  n a t i v e  w i l d f l o w e r  s p e c i e s  h a v e  b e e n 
n o m i n a t e d  t o  b e  s e e d e d  i n  e a c h  o f  t h e  t h r e e 
d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  a r e a s .   I t  i s  i n t e n d e d  t h a t 
t h e  n a t i v e  s e e d i n g  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a  s u b t l e 
i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  g r o u n d  p l a i n ,  a n d  t i e  i n 
w i t h  t h e  d i r e c t i o n a l  s i g n a g e  t h e m i n g .   V e r y 
l i t t l e  m a i n t e n a n c e  w i l l  b e  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  n o 
i r r i g a t i o n  o r  p r u n i n g  t o  t h e  w i l d f l o w e r  s e e d e d 
a r e a s  r e q u i r e d . 
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p l a n t  p a l e t t e _
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M e l a l e u c a  l e u c a d e n d r o n

P e l t o p h o r u m  p t e r o c a r p u m

Ta b e b u i a  a r g e n t e a

B r a c h y c h i t o n  a c e r f o l i u s

S c r e e n i n g  t r e e / s h r u b  s p e c i e s  T B C

K e y

t r e e  s e l e c t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  b y  l i a s i n g 
c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  to w n  t o  e n s u r e  s p e c i e s 
a r e  s u i t a b l e  f o r  t h e  s i t e ’ s  p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e 
a i r p o r t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  p i l b a r a 
v e r n a c u l a r .

t h e  s e l e c t e d  t r e e  s p e c i e s  p r o v i d e  s h a d e  a s 
w e l l  a s  i n t e r e s t  t h r o u g h  a  v a r i e t y  o f  f l o w e r 
t y p e s  a n d  f l o w e r i n g  t i m e s .

t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  t r e e  s p e c i e s  h a s  l a r g e l y 
b e e n  i n f o r m e d  b y  t h e  e x i s t i n g  t r e e s  c u r r e n t l y 
f o u n d  o n  s i t e .   t h e  e x i s t i n g  t r e e s  f o r m 
s p a r s e  a v e n u e s  w h i c h  t h e  n e w  t r e e  p l a n t i n g 
w i l l  b u i l d  u p o n  a n d  e m p h a s i s e .  s o m e  i n f i l l 
p l a n t i n g  w i l l  o c c o u r  w h e r e  t h e r e  a r e  g a p s 
w i t h i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  t r e e  a v e n u e s .    t h e 
p l a n t i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  b o u n d a r y  o f  t h e  s i t e 
c r e a t e s  a  m o r e  d i s t i c t  e d g e  t o  t h e  c e m e t e r y , 
a n d  p r o v i d e s  a  b u f f e r  t o  t h e  a d j a c e n t 
i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a .

1 : 1 5 0 0 @ a 3

t r e e s _
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t r e e  p a l e t t e _
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s t r u c t u r e s ,  f u r n i t u r e  &  s i g n a g e _

e n t r y  s i g n

s h a d e  s h e l t e r

d i r e c t i o n a l  s i g n a g e

s e a t

r u b b i s h  b i n

t h r e s h o l d 

K e y

F u r n i t u r e

F u r n i t u r e  h a s  b e e n  s e l e c t e d  t o  p r o v i d e 
s i m p l e ,  c o m f o r t a b l e ,  c o s t  e f f e c t i v e  i t e m s  t h a t 
a r e  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  a s  o f f  t h e  s h e l f  p i e c e s .  
t h i s  w i l l  a l l o w  f o r  a  c o n s i s t e n t  f u r n i t u r e 
p a l e t t e  t o  b e  u t i l i s e d  a c r o s s  t h e  s i t e  w i t h  a n y 
f u t u r e  e x p a n s i o n .

T h r e s h o l d  G a t e

a  c u s t o m  s t r u c t u r e  h a s  b e e n  d e s i g n e d  t o 
m a r k  t h e  m a i n  e n t r a n c e  o f  t h e  s o u t h  H e d l a n d 
c e m e t e r y .   t h e  m a t e r i a l s  a r e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h 
t h e  s i g n a g e  s o  a s  t o  c r e a t e  a n  a e s t h e t i c 
w h i c h  i s  c a r r i e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  w h o l e  s i t e .

S i g n a g e

t h e  c u s t o m  s i g n a g e  p r o v i d e s  a  s i m p l e  a n d 
e f f e c t i v e  m a r k e r  t o  g u i d e  p e o p l e  t h r o u g h  t h e 
s i t e .   a n  o v e r a l l  p l a n  w i l l  b e  l o c a t e d  c l o s e 
t o  t h e  e n t r a n c e ,  w i t h  d i r e c t i o n a l  m a r k e r s 
l o c a t e d  o n  e a c h  b l o c k  o f  l o t s  d e m a r c a t i n g 
t h e  d e n o m i n a t i o n .   t h e  t h e m e  o f  n a t i v e 
w i l d f l o w e r s  h a s  b e e n  c o n t i n u e d  w i t h  t h e 
u s e  o f  o n e  w i l d f l o w e r  s p e c i e s  f o r  e a c h 
d e n o m i n a t i o n  l a s e r  c u t  i n t o  t h e  ‘ c o r  te n ’ 
s t e e l  s h e e t s .

1 : 1 5 0 0 @ a 3
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e n t r a n c e  t h r e s h o l d _

c e m e t e r y  m a i n  e n t r a n c e ,  v i e w  f r o m  c a r  p a r k .

n o t  t o  s c a l e
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t h e  s t r u c t u r e  a l l o w s  a c c e s s  f o r  p e d e s t r i a n s 
a n d  f u n e r a l  v e h i c l e s ,  a  s e c o n d  e n t r a n c e  f o r 
s e r v i c e  v e h i c l e s  h a s  b e e n  p r o v i d e d  e a s t  o f 
t h e  m a i n  e n t r a n c e  a d j a c e n t  t h e  o v e r f l o w  c a r 
p a r k .

t h e  m a t e r i a l  f o r  t h e  t h r e s h o l d  i s  t o  b e  ‘ c o r 
te n ’  s t e e l ,  c h o s e n  f o r  i t  r o b u s t n e s s  a n d 
t h e  w a y  t h e  w a r m  c o l o u r  a n d  r u s t  t e x t u r e 
c o m p l e m e n t s  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  l a n d s c a p e . 

t h e  p r o p o s e d  t h r e s h o l d  s t r u c t u r e  i s  m a d e 
u p  o f  a  s h a d e  s h e l t e r  w i t h  n a t i v e  w i l d f l o w e r 
i m a g e s  l a s e r  c u t  i n t o  t h e  r o o f  w h i c h  l i n k s 
t o  t h e  d i r e c t i o n a l  s i g n a g e  t h e m e ,  l o c k a b l e 
g a t e s  w h i c h  w h e n  o p e n  p r o v i d e  a  s e p e r a t i o n 
b e t w e e n  t h e  v e h i c l e  a n d  p e d e s t r i a n  s p a c e , 
a n d  l e t t e r i n g  w h i c h  w i l l  r e p l a c e  t h e  e x i s t i n g 
‘ to w n  o f  p o r t  H e d l a n d  c e m e t e r y ’  l o c a t e d 
o n  t h e  e n t r y  w a l l .  t h e  t h r e s h o l d  s t r u c t u r e 
w i l l p r o v i d e  a  m e e t i n g  p l a c e  a n d  a  s e n s e  o f 
a r r i v a l  f o r  v i s i t o r s  t o  t h e  c e m e t e r y .   p a s s i n g 
u n d e r  t h e  p a t t e r n e d  s h a d e  w i l l  a n n o u n c e  t o 
p e d e s t r i a n s  t h e y  a r e  e n t e r i n g  i n t o  a  s p e c i a l 
m e m o r i a l  s p a c e . 

c e m e t e r y  m a i n  e n t r a n c e , 
v i e w  f r o m  i n s i d e  c e m e t e r y , 
w i t h  g a t e s  c l o s e d

c e m e t e r y  m a i n  e n t r a n c e , 
a x o n o m e t r i c  v i e w ,  w i t h 
g a t e s  o p e n

e n t r a n c e  t h r e s h o l d _
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G a t e s  o p e n

F r o n t  a x o n o m e t r i c  v i e w

F r o n t  v i e w

s i d e  v i e w

G a t e s  c l o s e d

e n t r a n c e  t h r e s h o l d _

2.5m

7.2m

2.9m

3.2m

n a t i v e  w i l d f l o w e r  p a t t e r n  l a s e r  c u t  i n t o  r o o f  p a n e l
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s h a d e  s h e lt e r _

t h e  n e w  s h a d e  s h e l t e r  i s  p r o p o s e d  t o  r e p l a c e 
t h e  e x i s t i n g  w a i t i n g  a r e a s  n e a r  t o  t h e 
c e m e t e r y  m a i n  e n t r a n c e .

t h e  s t y l e  i s  t o  c o m p l e m e n t  t h e  e n t r a n c e 
t h r e s h o l d  s t r u c t u r e  t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e 
s a m e  ‘ c o r  te n ’  s t e e l  m a t e r i a l .

s e a t i n g  w i l l  b e  l o c a t e d  u n d e r  t h e  s h e l t e r  i n 
t h e  s a m e  o r  s i m i l a r  s t y l e  t o  t h e  p r o p o s e d 
b e n c h e s  f o r  t h e  c e m e t e r y .   

s h a d e  s h e l t e r  a t  m a i n 
e n t r a n c e  w i t h  s e a t i n g

s h a d e  s h e l t e r  a t  m a i n 
e n t r a n c e ,  a x o n o m e t r i c  v i e w
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9m c o n c e r t i n a  d e s i g n  o n  r o o f  p a n e l

F r o n t  a x o n o m e t r i c  v i e w

6m

2.6m

2.1m

F r o n t  V i e w s i d e  V i e w

s h a d e  s h e lt e r _
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s i g n a g e _

F u r n I t u r e _

r u b b i s h  B i n
s u p p l i e r :  s t r e e t  F u r n i t u r e  a u s t r a l i a 

m a i n  e n t r y  s i g n  -  w i t h  o v e r a l l  s i t e  m a p d i r e c t i o n a l  s i g n a g e  -  d e m a r c a t e s  d e n o m i n a t i o n s s i g n a g e  p e r s p e c t i v e

B e n c h  s e a t
s u p p l i e r :  s t r e e t  F u r n i t u r e  a u s t r a l i a 

s t e e l  b o u n d a r y  f e n c e  w i t h  p e d e s t r i a n  g a t e
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s ta g e  2  c e m e t e r y  e x t e n s i o n _

1 : 1 5 0 0 @ a 3

e n t r a n c e  f r o m  F l y n n  p l a c e

I n t e r n a l  r o a d s

p a t h s

e x i s t i n g  t r e e s

G r a v e l  l o t s

F e n c e

p r o p o s e d  t r e e s

m a i n  e n t r a n c e  -  p e d e s t r i a n  a n d 
f u n e r a l  v e h i c l e s 

G r a v e l  v e h i c l e  r i n g  r o a d -  o n e  w a y

W a i t  a r e a ,  w i t h  s h a d e  s h e l t e r , 
s e a t i n g  a n d  a c c e s s i b l e  t o i l e t s

c r e m a t o r i u m  s i t e

p a r k i n g

o v e r f l o w  p a r k i n g

a c r o d  p a r k i n g  b a y s

o p e n  n o n - d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  c h a p e l

I r r i g a t i o n  c o m p o u n d

1

2

3

4

5

7

9

6

8

10

K e y

1

2

2

2

2

3

45

7

5

6

66

6

6

6
6

8

9

10

I t  i s  f o r e c a s t  t h a t  t h e  c e m e t e r y  w i l l  n e e d  t o 
b e  e x t e n d e d  f o r  t h e  ‘ o t h e r  d e n o m i n a t i o n s ’ 
s e c t i o n  i n  t h e  n e x t  7  t o  1 0  y e a r s .   t h e 
e x t e n s i o n  p l a n  e x t e n d s  t h e  c u r r e n t  a l i g n m e n t 
o f  i n t e r n a l  r o a d s  t o  t h e  e a s t e r n  b o u n d a r y 
o f  t h e  s i t e ,  p r o v i d i n g  a n  e s t i m a t e d  8 4 0 
a d d i t i o n a l  l o t s .   a v e n u e s  o f  t r e e  p l a n t i n g  a r e 
n o t  r e s t r i c e d  b y  e x i s t i n g  l o t s  a s  i n  t h e  s t a g e 
1  d e s i g n  w h i c h  a l l o w s  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o 
c r e a t e  a  p l e a s a n t  s h a d e d  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  a n d 
b u f f e r  t o  t h e  a d j a c e n t  i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a . 
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s ta g e  2  c e m e t e r y  e x t e n s i o n _ p l a n t i n g

G a r d e n  b e d  1

G a r d e n  b e d  4

K e y

1 : 1 5 0 0 @ a 3

G a r d e n  B e d  1

B o u g a i n v i l l e a  s p e c t a b i l i s A c a c i a  b i v e n o s a

S e n n a  a t e m i s i o i d e s  s s p  o l i g o p h y l l a

S e n n a  a t e m i s i o i d e s  s s p  h e l m s i i

G a r d e n  B e d  4
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s ta g e  2  c e m e t e r y  e x t e n s i o n _ t r e e s
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E u c a l y p t u s  v i t r i x

M e l a l e u c a  l e u c a d e n d r o n

Ta b e b u i a  a r g e n t e a

B r a c h y c h i t o n  a c e r f o l i u s

K e y

E u c a l y p t u s  v i c t r i x

B r a c h y c h i t o n  a c e r f o l i u sM e l a l e u c a  l e u c a d e n d r a

Ta b e b u i a  a r g e n t e a






